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towns, neighbourhoods, or states, and theiv are privately built shrines without limit.
The man who builrls a pagoda adds the title Paya-tagfi to his name. He is known by it, and it is the proper form of addressing him for the rest of his life. After this^life he is assumed to be certain i;f a favourable transincorporation. He may not come back to earth again at all, for he may climb into one of the Seven Heavens, but as long as he is on earth he is Mr. Pagoda Builder,
The privately built pagoda interests the pious founder only. After he dies,
nobody will take the trouble to keep it in repair, not even his wife or his son. What merit there might be in tending it would go to the original founder. Therefore these private pagodas crumble away to decay, even when they are on the same platform as such famed world-shrines as the Shwe Dagon of Rangoon and the Shwe Hmawdaw of Pegu, the Shwe Sandaw of Prome, the Maha Myatmumi of Mandalay, or even such local places of worship as those of Mong Kiing or Pindaya in the Shan States. All these and a great many others have their annual festival days, and then
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